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Rob “Waldo” Waldman struggled with 
claustrophobia and fear of heights, but he 
faced those fears by enrolling in the U.S. 
Air Force Academy.
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He went on to become a decorated war 
hero who participated in 65 combat mis-
sions, including enforcing the no-fly zone 
in Iraq and patrolling Yugoslavia during 
Operation Allied Force in 1999.

During his service he earned an MBA. 
After leaving active duty in 2000, Waldman 
transformed his experiences of real-world 
combat into hands-on advice of how to 
succeed in business. He is a highly sought-
after motivational speaker and leadership 
consultant.

“It’s all about taking risks, but the only 
way you can take risks is by having the 
courage both internally and because of 
those trusted partners who help you face 
the wind,” Waldman said.

Realization of the importance of trusted 
partners led Waldman to name his company 
Wingman Consulting.

“He has taken the experience he gained 
in the military and converted it into a  
winning formula in business,” said Frank 
Benjamin, partner at McKenna, Long & 
Aldridge LLP, who has known Waldman 
for six years. “He also gives a great deal 
back to the community.”

Waldman also is president of the Nation-
al Speakers Association’s Georgia chapter 
and co-authored “Mission Possible” with 
Stephen Covey and Brian Tracy.

SPECIAL SECTION

October 26-November 1, 2007 Section D

Raheem  
Beyah
Georgia State 
University

4D

PHOTOS/BYRON E. SMALL/ 
JOANN VITELLI/SPEcIAL

Young 
professionals

who are  
on the rise

UNDER

Adriane  
Randolph
Kennesaw  
State University

12D

Quentin Townsend • Atlanta Vision

14D
Howard Grant • Atlanta Board of Education

7D

Laura and David  
Lewkowict
Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta, left, and FOX News

9D

Kate  
Canterbury

Georgia Cancer Coalition

5D

Matthew
Tarkenton

Tarkenton  
Financial LLC

13D

SPECIAL SECTION


